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Stone Consultant

Mr. Jeffrey Matthews is a stone consultant assisting architects, general contractors, owners, contractors, and in some cases producers with stone jobs.  The services offered vary per the buyer in relationship to the demand for the specific job.  Selecting stone is becoming more and more difficult as there is many factors to consider besides color that affect the right stone for the right job.  Following are some examples:

1) Architects

a. Assist in selecting a suitable stone that meets criteria such as A.S.T.M. Standards designed for the specific job.

b. Value engineering in looking and assisting in alternative design in stone to lower the costs

c. Analysis of prices of various stones being considered and how they reflect the client’s budget.

d. Investigating the color, texture, finish of stone to suit the demand of the architect

e. Investigating the producers and the limitations of the stone as they relate to size limitations, quantities, finishes, costs, availability, and suitability.

f. Investigating the test standards of the stone and whether they meet the minimal standards required for the application of the job.

g. Assisting to get testing performed under A.S.T.M. guidelines with a testing facility.

h. Working with engineers who design the system of installation for the stone and coordination of design intent with feasibility of the factory to perform such standards whether they are by American or European CEN standards.

i. Researching stone with potential producers and quarries to determine how best to specify the stone and the producer to maximize quality control and the best pricing.

j. Finding and locating alternative stones that may suit the job based on color, texture, and price.

k. Assist in writing specifications for stone and architectural review of specs.

2) Buyers

a. Assist to negotiate prices from various producers pre-qualified to supply the stone.

b. Assist in negotiating and writing purchase orders

c. Establishment of quality controls

d. Assist in expediting shipments including if required freight forwarders, brokers, and transportation studies of prices and selection of qualified candidates.

e. Personal inspection of quarries and plant facilities

f. Hiring of a stone inspector if required to preview each aspect of the production and packing and shipping.

g. Assistance with the supplier on sequencing of the job as required by the installer.

h. Helping to negotiate the range of acceptable variation of the stone and finish required.

i. To act as a mediator between the buyer and the seller to assist in any problems between the two parties.

j. Assist buyer with letters of credit and work with the buyer’s bank when required.

k. Assist and travel with the buyer and architect to the factory and set up the scope of the trip and arrange the program for all parties to approve the facility, the people involved in producing the job, the stone selection-variation-finish and color required.

These are some of the issues involved for a stone consultant but are not to be construed as the total extent of services to be offered.  Services are dependent on the buyer’s qualifications and knowledge of buying a stone from a foreign country and the issues that may be involved in those purchases.

For further information on Jeffrey Matthews please visit his personal web site http://jbmatthews.home.mindspring.com and review articles written and works performed.

Should you have any questions as to the qualifications of Mr. Matthews’s references are available on request.

